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O equivalente singapurense da ética calvinista de Genebra foi uma economia
institucional da confianca, construida por migrantes chineses a partir de familias,
associacoes dialetais e distritais, templos, irmandades juramentadas e sociedades. A
tese de Weber de que os valores confucianos travavam o capitalismo e a afirmacio
posterior de que os “valores asidticos” explicavam o crescimento do Leste Asiatico
explicam ambas menos do que as instituicdes pelas quais os mercadores chineses
partilhavam informacdes, faziam cumprir obrigacdes e puniam o inadimplemento.
As associacoes fundadas a partir de 1819 e as sociedades secretas documentadas desde
1820 ofereceram ajuda mutua, arbitragem e ordem privada até que o Estado colonial
registrou as sociedades em 1869, criou o Chinese Protectorate em 1877 e as proibiu a
partir de 1890. A ética do xinyong transformou a reputacio em garantia dentro dessas
redes. Ja as firmas de remessa, 49 em 1887 e cerca de 200 em seu auge, fizeram de
Singapura o polo pelo qual migrantes de todo o Sudeste Asidtico enviavam dinheiro
ao sul da China. A transicdo gradual da confianca pessoal para a institucional,
concluida pelos bancos chineses e pelo Estado regulador moderno, deixou um legado
de empresas familiares, relacdes de longo prazo e canais informais com o qual
banqueiros, consultores e compliance officers em Singapura ainda se deparam hoje.
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.

© 2026 Dr Alexander Ressos. This article may be quoted with attribution to SingaporelQ
(SingaporelQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.

Author contact: Dr Alexander Ressos, TEP - contact@ressos.com

© 2026 Dr Alexander Ressos. General information only, not legal, tax or investment advice. No client relationship is created. All
Singapore law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors only on the basis of an
express written letter of engagement. More information at SingaporelQ.com and ressos.com.sg.


https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms
https://singaporeiq.com
https://www.ressos.com.sg

	Clã, kongsi e crédito: a economia moral do comércio chinês: resumo
	Disclaimer


