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A abertura do Canal de Suez em 1869 e a difusão da máquina a vapor compound
fizeram do vapor o modo dominante de navegação entre a Europa e a Ásia, de modo
que os vapores superaram os veleiros em Singapura em 1870 e o porto se tornou um
polo de linhas oceânicas e alimentadoras. O abastecimento de carvão, as docas e os
reparos deslocaram o centro do porto para New Harbour, onde a Tanjong Pagar
Dock Company, de 1864, construiu um quase monopólio, até que o governo colonial
a expropriou com generosa indenização em 1905 e criou o Singapore Harbour
Board. O cabo submarino de 1870–1871 ligou Singapura a Londres, Hong Kong e
Austrália, acelerou o comércio, abriu os mercados a novas firmas e fez do porto um
polo das comunicações imperiais. Migrantes chineses e indianos chegaram às
centenas de milhares, sob a regulação, a partir de 1877, do Chinese Protectorate e, a
partir de 1907, do Tamil Immigration Fund, e suas remessas por meio das casas de 
qiaopi criaram algumas das primeiras redes financeiras asiáticas da cidade. No
entreguerras, a Grã-Bretanha construiu a base naval de Sembawang como pedra
angular de sua estratégia asiática, enquanto a depressão fechava as portas à migração.
A queda de Singapura em 15 de fevereiro de 1942 mostrou então o quanto a
prosperidade da colônia dependera do poder imperial.
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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